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Ulster’s Lions home for Henderson’s big day
BY ADAM McKENDRY

Welcome home: Lions player Iain Henderson arrives at Belfast City Airport,
greeted by fiancée Suzanne Flanagan. Rory Best is also pictured PRESSEYE

EXCLUSIVE
BY CLAIRE McNEILLY
EVEN allowing for Northern Ireland’s violent history, it was one
of our most shocking murders.
A young German backpacker, a beautiful scenic area, and a
mystery that endures to this day.
Many remain intrigued by the
case of Inga Maria Hauser — not
least Keeley Moss, who has written no fewer than 17 songs about
the teenager who was brutally
raped and slain in a forest near
Ballycastle 29 years ago.
Keeley, a former librarian,
told the Belfast Telegraph how
she has become captivated with
what happened to the 18-yearold from Munich after she arrived here on a ferry from Scotland on April 6, 1988.
“Inga Maria’s case really nags
at me; I’ve never been overtaken
by something like this before,”
said Keeley, a singer-songwriter and true crime blogger. “This
was an artist, a student, a beautiful young, innocent woman making her way through the world.
“From the moment I read
about the case I felt deeply
moved about what happened to
her.”
Inga Maria’s body was discovered in a remote part of Ballypatrick Forest in Co Antrim on
April 20, 14 days after she
arrived here. Her neck had
been broken in what police
described as a “vicious and
ruthless assault”.
No one has ever been
convicted of her murder, despite one of the largest DNA
screenings ever, and the
case remains one of Northern Ireland’s most notorious and baffling unsolved
crimes.
In May, Keeley’s group,
Session Motts, released a
song called Plundered Past
— the first track about Inga
Maria to be commercially released — which is “doing really well” in the Irish indie
charts.
“On one hand, the song
refers to the years before
her ill-fated decision to visit
Northern Ireland and, on the
other, to what could possibly have happened,” said Keeley,
who has co-written 12 songs
about Inga Maria with the band
and a further five by herself.
Session Motts hope to release “a
themed group of songs” on the
30th anniversary of the tragic
tourist’s death next year.
“I’ve been to all of the key locations, including Ballypatrick
on the 29th anniversary of when

Keeley Moss has written
songs about Inga Maria
Hauser. Below left: Keeley at
Ballypatrick Forest, the place
where the body of Inga (below
right) was discovered

TWO of Ulster’s British and Irish
Lions players returned from New
Zealand last night as one prepares for another significant moment in his life.
Iain Henderson and Rory Best
landed at George Best Belfast
City Airport a day earlier than
the rest of the squad, as Henderson prepares for his wedding on
Friday. The 25-year-old is mar-

rying Suzanne Flanagan — who
was at the airport to meet him
along with Best’s wife Jodie — in
front of friends, family and rugby team-mates, and was granted permission to return early to
prepare.
“Hopefully, as far as I’m aware,
everything’s been organised!”
Henderson laughs.
“I’m sure I’ll get an earful in
the car on the way home of the
run down of everything that’s
gone on over the past couple

of weeks that I managed to slip
away from.
“I don’t know if that’s fortunate or unfortunate but it’s been
a weight off my shoulders Suzanne doing everything.”
Although the pair didn’t feature in any of the three Tests
against the All Blacks as the Lions drew a series for the first
time, both said it was a great experience to be a part of.
“It’s been a really enjoyable
tour, but it’s been a very long

One of NI’s most
shocking murders...
and the singer who
believes she can
help solve a case
that has baffled
police for 29 years
The chorus of
Plundered Past

time,” Best admitted. “It seems a
long time ago we met up in the
Vale of Glamorgan (for their first
training camp), so it’s good to be
home.”
Second row Henderson
agreed, adding: “The experiences you take away from such a
lengthy tour and the quality of
opposition are second to none.
“It’s been thoroughly enjoyable but we’re both glad to be
home and looking forward to a
couple of weeks off now.”

Inga Maria Hauser, the young
German who was found dead
days after arriving in NI in 1988

significant that Inga Maria stated in her last diary entry, written
in Stranraer earlier that evening,
‘Wonder where I stay tonight’.
The ferry docked at 9.40pm in a
strife-ridden country she’d never
been to.
“She wouldn’t have reached
Belfast until approximate-

I love you, I live you
The old has become new
You crept in the back
door of my mind
I need it, I feel it
I won’t let time steal it
I’ll give you the voice
they denied

INSIDE
Singer Keeley keeping
Inga Maria in spotlight
VIEWPOINT, PAGE 22

Inga’s mum Almut Hauser with a picture of her beloved daughter
she was reported missing and
on the anniversary of the discovery of her body,” said 37-year-old
Dublin native Keeley.
“I’ve also visited the three villages the PSNI have specified
as holding the answers to the
case — Armoy, Loughguile and
Cloughmills.”
Keeley hopes her blog —
which “presents a new instal-

ment from a different angle
every month” — will help ensure
that Inga Maria’s case remains in
the spotlight.
“Underneath my desire to inform people, I really want to try
and provide a means for the case
to be solved if in any way possible,” she said.
“So far I’ve been overwhelmed
by the support that I’ve had from

people. I never expected the blog
to go viral in the way that it has.”
Keeley has also been in close
contact with Inga Maria’s family,
including her sister and nephew,
via email and Skype. She first became intrigued by the case after
reading a book called Missing,
Presumed by Alan Bailey.
She added: “It ignited something in me and I felt the need

to investigate more. I decided to
write a short blog to get it out
of my system but now it’s on my
mind all the time.”
Keeley — who hopes the PSNI
sees her involvement as helpful
—added: “The blog has been a
forum for people to anonymously come forward with information and I go to the authorities
with anything valid. I think it’s

ly 11pm; how would she have
known where to find a hostel
when it was her first visit to what
was, at that time, a very dangerous city?
“Notwithstanding the fact she
hadn’t previously taken a lift at
any point of her trip, and that
she was considered ‘worldly’ by
her family and friends, I believe
these particular circumstances
made her receptive to an offer
from someone on the ferry of a
lift to a hostel or B&B. There’s
no doubt the people with the answers are still out there.”

